
LIVE CALL-IN INTERVIEWS 

FEATURING JODY JOHNSTON PAWEL, LSW, CFLE

QUALIFICATIONS: (SEE RESUME FOR DETAILS)

• Author of 100+ resources on parenting and other relationships. Cover tots through teens and every
possible problem/situation parents may encounter. Book's index has 1000+ entries.

• Parenting advice column for 2 years. Open invitation to write a column for Star Press in Springboro.
• Co-producer and on-air Parenting Expert for Ident-a-Kid television series with ABC’s Donna Jordan. (2

years)
• Hundreds of media interviews, mostly radio. About one third were call-in formats.
• Regularly interviewed and quoted in national parenting magazines.
• Can answer questions off-the-cuff. Am tactfully when redirecting people who are off-base. 
• Have plenty to discuss if no one calls in: thought-provoking questions, interesting topics, important

information, and practical ideas

FOCUS:   PARENTING 

Family Relationships (including marriage, in-laws, etc.)
How Family and Work Relationships are similar, but different.

FORMAT:

• Live call-in talk and advice
< callers share opinions and ideas on topics
< callers ask questions or share problems for advice

• Occasionally invite guests re: 
< special issues/problems
< special community events/services/news events

• Topic or question of the day, but also take any other calls/questions

TOPIC IDEAS:

Topic of the Day (or . . . what to talk about when no one is calling in): 

1. The Answer to Every Parenting Problem Is the Same ~ Test Me! - I’ll teach and apply the Universal
Blueprint to any parenting/relationship problem the listener has.

2. Top Ten Parenting Myths: I can spend 2-5 shows just on these. (See separate list.) 
3. Top Ten Sibling Battles and How to Prevent or Respond to Them. (Can do 2-5 each show)
4. How to Have Good Family Councils (tell me what you do, what works, the problems you’ve had, and ideas

to share with other parents. I’ll teach the basics all family meetings should have.)
5. Teens and Fads: In what fads are today’s teens involved and how do parents feel about them? What fads

were parents involved in as teens and how did their parents respond? How do they compare?
6. Solving Children’s Sleep Problems Without Making Them Insecure. What works? Getting kids to go to

bed, stay there, and sleep through the night. From birth through age ten.
7. Getting Back into the School Groove.
8. Teaching Kids to Lie? How parents inadvertently do this and how to encourage honesty in children.
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Question of the Day: 

1. What do you and your child argue about? (I'll tell you how to resolve the dispute without arguing.)
2. What's the worst parenting advice you’ve received? I’ll tell you the true, accurate, correct advice you

should have gotten.
3. Is the family dinner overrated? How important is it to dine together? Are there ever times when it would 
4. What is the fine line between punishment and discipline? What are ways that we turn discipline into

punishment. I’ll tell you how to tell the difference, how to know when you’ve crossed the line, and how to
discipline in healthy ways that teach children self-discipline.

5. How do you help your teen deal with peer pressure? What have you done to prevent problems and to
respond to problems your teen has? Share your ideas and I’ll shares basic dos and don’ts.

6. How do you get your children to do chores without complaining? I’ll tell you why you shouldn’t pay
your children an allowance for doing daily chores and how to use a three-tiered allowance system that
meets everyone’s needs.

7. How much privacy should children have? (Give your opinion and I’ll give information about privacy
issues at different developmental stages, what never to do, and basic guidelines for parents.)

8. How does your spouse, relative, or child care provider sabotage your parenting? (I’ll offer tips for
working as a team with your parenting partners.)

9. What’s the worst tantrum your child has thrown and what did you do? 
10. Have timeouts replaced spanking as a form of punishment — not discipline? (Share your experiences

using timeouts. I’ll tell you why traditional timeouts won’t work and how to use them effectively.)
11. Are there really the “terrible twos”? How much of this problem is normal and how much is preventable?
12. Why do kids lie? (I’ll tell you the top 5 motives, how to prevent lying, and how to respond to lies. Callers

can share their stories, what has worked, not worked, or current problems.)
13. Today’s kids have more toys and multimedia entertainment than any previous generation — so why do

they say they’re always bored?! How can parents prevent this problem or deal with it without totally
stripping children of all their toys?

14. When is competition healthy and unhealthy? Call in with your stories about what you’ve seen and heard
— good and bad — on the sidelines at some of your children’s extra-curricular activities. I’ll define the
difference between unhealthy and healthy competition and how to foster the latter.

15. How do you teach your child about money management? What works and doesn’t work?
16. Are stickers, behavior charts, and bribes healthy incentives? (Tell your stories about how you or other

adults used these techniques and whether they taught your child self-discipline or dependency on bribes.
I’ll tell you why they are unhealthy and how to motivate children without them.)

17. Do you remember what your parents told you about sex? How have you talked to your own child about
sex? (Tell your stories and I’ll offer basic information and guidelines parents can follow.)

Family/Adult Relationships:

1. Are you in a dying relationship? Four stages of a dying relationship and how to prevent each one. 
2. How to deal with a misbehaving adult. Adults are just grown up children. I’ll tell you how to apply

parenting skills to adult relationships in ways that are mutually respectful.
3. Is there someone at work or in your extended family you wish you could avoid but can't? Coping

with difficult people. Call in with your stories about the difficult people you will have to deal with and get
suggestions for how to deal with them.

4. Men are not all from Venus! The dynamics of couple communication, why breakdowns really occur, how
to prevent them, how to repair the problem.

5. How do you deal with interfering friends and relatives? Tell me your stories, what works, what backfired.
I’ll offer some basic steps for responding to unwanted advice and screening advice.


